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INTRODUCTION. 


S it is ſeveral weeks fince I declared my intention, 
at a public meeting of the Subſcribers of the 
Finſbury Diſpenſary, of making known the whole of 


the proceedings relative to the very extraordinary con- 


duct of Dr. Lettſom, as well previous to, as on the day 
of election for a Phyſician to that Charity; and, as the 
perſons more particularly intereſted in the contents 


of this Pamphlet, are ſufficiently aware of the deſign 


of it, any explanation or preface on the ſubject may, 
perhaps, appear unneceſſary. I muſt requeſt, however, 
to be indulged with a few words, 

Nothing can be more diſagreeable to my feelings 
than to appear before the public in a controverſy of 


this kind. I ſincerely regret the neceſſity of it, but I 


could not perſuade myſelf to permit a man in a public 
ſituation, and in the practice of a liberal profeſſion, to 
be guilty of the moſt unwarrantable duplicity and in- 
delicacy of conduct, without expoſing it. It appeared 
ſo very inconſiſtent with the good order and govern- 
ment of the ſociety of Quakers, that any one of their 
body ſhould officiouſly intrude himſelf into the con- 
cerns of others, and, in order to render himſelf con- 
ſpicuous, encourage oppoſition and conteſt, under the 


pretences of charity and humanity, that I determined 


to repreſent the affair to the public, hoping that it may 
ſerve as a leſſon in future, and that others may expe- 
rience a greater conſiſtency of conduct from Dr. 


Lettſom, than I have done.—I was thoroughly ſa- 
tisfied 
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tisfied that real charity does not exiſt in an oſten- 
tatious diſplay of every guinea beſtowed; and, laſtly, 

I was willing to reprobate one, among the various con- 
trivances or means by which an attempt is made to 
impreſs the public with an idea of ſelf- importance and 
conſequence, and from thence to acquire or preſerve 
popularity. 1 5 

In all theſe reſpects, and in many others, how dif- 
ferent is the conduct of Dr. Lettſom from that of the 
Phyſician, to whom he wiſhes to be thaught the ſucceſſor, 
and whoſe memory is deſervedly eſteemed, His charity 
was of the moſt private kind, and the public did not 
become familiar with his name by means of the dail 

papers, or by his buſy» interference in Diſpenfary elec- 
tions. But it would be foreign to the ſubject, and at 
any rate, perhaps, improper in this place to draw any 
further compariſon. I ſhall only obſerve, therefore, 
that an accurate ſtatement of facts, with the order in 
which they occurred, has been my principal obje&t.— 
J leave it to the candid reader to determine the degree 
of credit which is due to them, and to form his own 
concluſions, | 


REPRESENTATION 
0 r 


Dr. Lettſom's Conduct, &c. 


1 beginning of Auguſt laſt I was in- 
formed by a friend that Dr. Rogers had 
expreſſed his intention of reſigning his office of 
Phyſician to the Finſbury Diſpenſary, and that 
a vacancy would ſoon be declared -I immedi- 
ately reſolved to offer myſelf a Candidate to 
ſucceed him; and, as ſoon as I found, from 
different officers of the charity, that it might 
be done with propriety, I entered upon the 
canvaſs with earneſtneſs and activity. F inding 
that Dr. Lettſom was one of the Vice Preſidents; : 
ſuſpecting that he was known to many of the 
ſubſcribers, and being aware of his deſire of 
rendering himſelf conſpicuous on ſuch occaſions, 
I made the earlieſt application to him for his 
vote and intereſt, to which I received the fol- 
lowing reply: „That it was the firſt informa- 
tion he had received on the ſubject; that he | 
B - _ ad 


AY 


E). 
had a good opinion of me, and thought me a 
proper perſon for ſuch a ſituation ; that he had 
every reaſon to think he ſhould vote for me, 
but would not abſolutely promiſe to do fo; 
that he could foreſee no oppoſition ; believed I 
ſhould have to go quietly over the ground, and 
had very little doubt of my ſucceſs. With regard 
to his INTEREST, be expreſsly obſerved, that it was 
not his intention to exert it on ſuch an occaſion , for 
that on a former election he had reaſon to think 
the governors were diſpleaſed with the claim which 
be had made upon them, in conſequence of his hav- 


ing ſubſcribed largely to the charity, and that- he 


had therefore determined in future not to interfere.” 
In this way the interview might have ended, 
had I not ſuggeſted, upon his "queſtioning me 
whether any One was likely to ſtart as my 
opponent, the probability of Dr. Meyer's 
becoming a Candidate. Of this Dr. Lettſom 
Gemed doabifel, but added, that if he ſhould 
offer himſelf, being under a promiſe to him, he 
muſt give him his vote in preference to me. He 
did not, however, in the remoteſt manner poſſible, 
give me reaſon to ſuppoſe, that he would come 


forward actively in his behalf; indeed, ſuch a de- 
claration would have been ſo totally incompa- 


tible with what he had juſt before aſſerted, that 
had it been made, I could not have failed im- 
mediately to have offered my remarks on ſo 
glaring an inconſiſtency. E reſted ſatisfied there- 
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fore, that although he might vote againſt me, 
it would only be the vote of one perſon; 
and pleaſed myſelf with having made ſome pro- 
greſs, by aſcertaining, that his intereſt at all 
events would not be exerted to my diſadvan- 
tage. So perfectly perſuaded was I of this, 


that being aſked on the two firſt days of my 


canvaſs by ſeveral of the ſubſcribers, whe- 


ther I was favoured by Dr. Letiſom, I replied, 


that he had expreſſed his ſatisfaction at my 
offering myſelf a Candidate; and had given 
me ſome reaſon to expect his vote, if a gen- 
tleman to whom he had promiſed it did not 
appear; but that at any rate he had ſaid he 


would not interfere in the election, and conſe- 


quently that there was little to apprehend from 
any reſtraint that he might otherwiſe lay on 


| thoſe with whom he was privately acquainted, 
or who wovld wiſh to be guided by his opinion. 
As a further proof of the ſame thing, I obſerved 


to them, that Dr. Lettſom had P 0 out to 


me different perſons in the Charity to whom be 


adviſed me to apply as ſpeedily as poſſible, in 
order not only to ſecure their votes, but, from 
their reſpectability, to lay the foundation of 
many others that would naturally follow them. 
He particularly mentioned the Reverend Mr. 
Sellon and his family, whoſe intereſt J fortu- 


nately obtained at an early period, and Which 
has proved highly beneficial to me. 
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Several other perſons were alſo named by 


bim as proper objects of immediate applica- 


tion, but whom I do not now recolle&. Theſe 
are circumſtances ſo ſtriking, that to any man of 
common ſenſe they muſt appear a ſtrong con- 
firmation of my aſſertion, that he declared he 
would not interfere : how was it, indeed, poſ- 
ſible to conceive, after ſuch profeſſions, that he 
could even have had a wiſh for the ſucceſs 
of another ? for, had he intended to exert his 
intereſt for Dr. Meyer, or any other perſon, 
why ſhould he put me on a plan which would 
have a great tendency to defeat himſelf? 

After this interview I requeſted a friend, who 
appeared to have ſome influence with Dr. Lett- 
ſom, to apply to him in my behalf for his vote ; 
which gentleman the next day kindly informed 
me that he had ſeen him, and that he had given 
him reaſon to underſtand that Dr. Meyer had 
refuſed being a Candidate, but that, as he thought 
a conteſt would prove beneficial to the charity, he 
ſtill declined the poſitive promiſe of his vote. 
The next afternoon I received the following 
letter from Dr. Lettſom, incloſing another from | 
Dr. Meyer to him. 


« Dear Docrog, 


« ] mentioned, when I ſaw thee, that I 
* ſhould not oppoſe thy intereſt, provided Dr. 


66 pon did not offer, to whom J had long 
85 « promiſed 


N 
cc. - promiſed my ſervices. This day, and not 


« before, I received the incloſed, in Which he 


18 calls upon me to fulfil my promiſes. 


| <6: Ha &c. 
Auguſt zd, 1786. 


25 


With regard to Dr yh s letter, to which 


he refers, I immediately returned it without 
taking a copy; indeed, I thought it at the 


time an indelicate thing in Dr. Lettſom to 


ſend it to me. It was chiefly for the pur- 


poſe of declaring his intention of becoming a 


candidate, claiming, in ſtrong terms, the pro- 


miſe of Dr. Lettſom's ſervices. This the Doctor 
conceived would be at leaſt ſome apology for the 


ſteps he was about to take; for he muſt have 


been conſcious that there would be an incon- 
ſiſtency in his conduct, and that I ſhould take 


notice of it. If he had really promiſed his ſer- 


vices to Dr. Meyer on any occaſton of this 


kind, which mult have been the cafe from the 
claim which was made upon him, was it not 
natural that he ſhould apprize me of it fully 
when I firſt mentioned the vacancy to him? 
Unleſs he was very luke warm in his friendſhip, 
or his memory was uncommonly defective, how 
is it poſſible, under ſuch circumſtances, that 


Dr. Meyer could for a moment eſcape his re- 


collection. If he was really in his remembrance 
at the time that he was flattering me with a pro- 


ſpect 
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ſpect of ſucceſs, he was guilty of a moſt un- 
warrantable deception, becauſe he was encou- 
raging me in the purſuit, merely with a view to 
a conteſt, in which he would at laſt have an 
opportunity of diſplaying a triumph. Why did 
he not, more eſpecially upon my mentioning 
Dr. Meyer's name, tell me openly, that he 
ſhould probably be induced, contrary to his 
inclination and former aſſertion, publicly to in- 


terfere in his behalf? No ſuch expreſſion eſ- 


caped him; for I well recollect, that he only 
ſaid he ſhould in that caſe give him his vote. 
Why did he not, in the letter which I have 
inſerted, make ſome declaration of his inten- 
tion to interfere publicly, inſtead of uſing the 
vague and artful term of ſervices? Could any 


one, at that time however, after his declaration 


not to interfere, put any other conſtruction on 
the word ſervices, than that of his making uſe 


of private recommendations to his particular 
friends? I muſt confeſs notwithſtanding, that 


L had my ſuſpicions. Several inſtances of Dr. 
Lettſom's inconſiſtency had been mentioned to 
me, and I therefore thought proper, in my 
anſwer to his letter, to remind him of the con- 
verſation which had fo recently paſſed between 
us; from which I flattered myſelf, or had rea- 
ſon to hope, that he would not take an active 
part againſt me, though there was now no pro- 


ſpect of my having his vote. 


In 


1 
In a few days afterwards, I found chat there 


was a public recommendatory- letter in cir- 


culation, of which the following is an exact 


COPY: 
To the Governors of the Finſbury-Diſpenſary. 


«© AS I have been with your excellent Inſti- 
6 tution, from its Commencement and through- 
% out its Progreſs, to the preſent Moment, 
* endeavauring to promote its Succeſs, I can- 
c not but feel a Solicitude in 2 * 
« intereſt its future Proſperity. 

„ Impreſſed with a Senſe of the TORR 
«© Duties of a Phyſician, I recommend Dr. John 
% Meyer, of Throgmorton-ftreet: He is a 
Member of the Royal College of Phyſicians ; 
c and, were any other Recommendation of his 
« Abilities neceſſary, my long perſonal Ac- 
“ quaintance with him entitles me to add, 


* that his uncommon Erudition and his me- 
4 


A 


A 


fied for that important Office. 


£ 


' 


Sambrook-Court, Baſinghall-Street, 
85 Auguſt 4, 1786. 
J. C. LEF TSOM. 7 


An application ſo very pointed, independent 
of Dr. Lettſom's declaration, that he would not 
interfere, could only have been juſtified, from 


him or any other individual, by a conviction 


that 
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that I was an improper perſon for the ſituatian ; 
but as he had previouſly ſaid, and has been 
fince pleaſed to ſay, that he believed me fully 
qualified, it was conſequently improper, if not 
unjuſt; for if both the candidates, on an oc- 
caſion of this nature, were equal to the fitua- 
tion which they ſolicited, the Charity could not 
ſuffer in either caſe, —Hence, as far as its pro- 
ſperity was concerned, for which Dr. Lettſom 
expreſſes his ſolicitude, it was a matter of indif- 
ference which of them ſhould prove ſucceſsful. 

The appearance of this recommendatory let- 
ter, induced me to call upon its author, i in order 
to make him acquainted with my ſentiments, 
and in particular to inform him, that I thought 
he had deceived me; that he had acted con- 
trary to his declaration, and that, as I had given 
my friends, and ſeveral of the ſubſcribers to 
the Diſpenſary, reaſon to think that he was 
pot to interfere; I conſidered myſelf called upon, 
both for their ſatisfaction, and in my own juſti- 
fication, publickly to declare his conduct, and 
more eſpecially, that if through his interference 
I ſhould loſe the election, I would then make 
known his want of candour in print, I meant 
at that time, merely in form of a ſhort Adver- 
tiſement, to have ſtated that my friends and 


myſelf had been put to a good deal of unne- 
ceſſary trouble, by the uncandid and incon- 
ſiſtent conduct of Dr. Lettſom. The circum- 
ſtances, however, which have ſince occurred, 
| arc 
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are fo numerous and ſtriking, and ſeveral of 
them have been ſo capitally diiplayed in public, 
that nothing ſhort of a Pamphlet could have 
conveyed an adequate idea of their merit, or 
have ſerved, in a {ufficient degree, to tranſmit 
them as a brilliant example to poſterity. Let us 
then, in the firſt place, take a view of the re- 
ception with Which I was honoured; for any 
interview from one ſo much occupied as the 
Doctor frequently appears to be, muſt, un- 
doubtedly, be eſteemed an honour. 

The threat, as he termed it, of making known 
his conduct, ſeemed at firft te irritate "By and 
he haſtily inſinuated, that it would rather have 
the effect of increaſing, than of diminiſhing his 
exertions.—He obſerved, that it had deen re- 
marked by the late Dr. Fothergill, that he was 
pen- proof; ſaid, that he ſhould make no public 
reply; and added, that he had been pretty well 
accuſtomed to attacks of that nature; one of 
the laſt of which was very abuſive. To this I 
rephed, that it was not my intention to deal 
in abuſe; that I meant to reſt the matter on 
ſimple facts, and more particularly on his de. 
claration, that he would not interfere ; which I 
repeated to him in his own words, urging the in- 
conſiſtency of his conduct, and oblerving. that 


L thought it candid to ſtate to him, as early 


as poſſible, the ſteps which I had reſolved 
to take, in caſe I ſhould loſe the elec- 
tion. He now became more cool, and, as 
6 if 


(20 

i ſenſible of the force of what I had alleged, 
attempted to juſtify himſelf by ſaying, that he 
had not thus publicly interfered till an old 
friend of Dr. Meyer had deſerted him, meaning 

a gentleman much reſpected in his profefſion, 
who has always entertained a friendſhip for Dr. 
Meyer, as well as a high opinion of his abilt- 
ties, but who having recommended me to ſuch 
of his friends as were ſubſcribers ſeveral days 


before he heard of Dr. Meyer's intentions, could 
not, although he regretted the conteſt, with pro- 
priety withdraw his aſſiſtance. At another in- 
ſtant Dr. Lettſom endeavoured to juſtify his 
conduct on the principle of a warmth of friend- 
ſhip for Dr. Meyer, and of his haying formerly 
promiſed him his ſervices; but it is no difficult 
matter to account for his conduct on very different 
motives. We ſometimes meet with men extremely 
deſirous of conferring favours with a view of 
acquiring power and conſequence; and this 
principle of vanity 1s ſo great with ſome, that 
they are always ſeeking out for objects on whom 
they may beſtow their patronage. If not other- 
wiſe intereſted, they occaſionally prefer men 
who are reſpectable, and even ſuperior to them- 
ſelves in uſeful knowledge; but they do this not 
ſo much with the idea of rewarding merit and 
abilities, as with the expectation of increaſing 
their own importance, and this importance they 
conceive to be greater, in proportion to the 
difficulties which they overcome in effecting 
their 


E 
their purpoſe. In this point of view I conſi- 
der Dr. Lettſom's late interference. An oppo- 
; ſition, or conteſt, was neceſſary to complete his 
7 triumph, and this he effectually ſecured, by 
J allowing me to make ſo great a progreſs before 
he exhibited himſelf, that I could not with pro- 
priety relinquiſh the purſuit. I am very ready 
to admit, that Dr. Meyer was intitled, in prefe- 
rence to me, to Dr. Lettſom's vote, and ſuch 
private ſer vices as he could render him among 
his friends. So little acquainted was I, indeed, 
with Dr. Lettſom, that I had no claim upon 
him even for his vote; and, had he openly de- 
clared at the firſt interview that he ſhould uſe 
all his exertions for Dr. Meyer, it is impoſſible 
that I could have been diſpleaſed with him. It 
is highly probable that I ſhould have declined 
in that caſe offering myſelf a Candidate, as I 
have been always averſe to the fatigue and ex- 

Pence of a conteſted election. 

But to proceed with the interview, at which a 
gentleman well acquainted with Dr. Lettſom, 
and friendly to me, was preſent. The diſplea- 

ſure occaſioned by my declaration of making 
known his conduct appeared in a ſhort time to 
have totally ſubſided ; and, whether with a view, 
at the inſtant of averting future inconvenience, 
or from a genuine mildneſs and philanthropy of 
ſoul, it may be difficult to determine, but the 
Doctor was pleaſed to ſay many civil things; 
paid me ſeveral compliments; offered to declare 
to the Committee of the Diſpenſary, that he 

E thought 
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thovzht me fully capable of the ſituation ; and, 
with a perſuaſive eloquence, peculiar to himſelf, 
wiſhed me to be ſatisfied with the idea of loſing 
the election; urging at the ſame time, with a 
' GREATNESS of ſoul, his diſpoſition of ſerving me 
en any other occaſion. Such, in fact, was his 
intereſt, according to his own account, that 
there could be little doubt of my ſucceed- 
ing to the firſt vacant diſpenſary, As a word 
of comfort, he alſo hinted, that there were 
ſeveral diſpenſaries preferable to the Finſbury, 
though with only exe-haif the ſalary. I liſtened 
with attention, but expreſied my determination 
of purſuing the preſent object. At the ſame 
time 1 could not help being ſurpriſed at the 
preſumption of an individual, however great his 
influence, in ſuppoſing that he could have the 
public ſo much at his command ad only to 
ſpeak the word and be obeyed. He was fur- 
ther heard to ſay during the canvaſs, that he 
had nothing to allege againſt me in my profeſ- 
ſion, but was diſpleaſed at my continuing to 
oppoſe his wiſhes at the Finſbury Diſpenſary, 
where he had always taken the lead; that if I 
would ſubmit for the preſent, he would make 
a point of bringing me in at one of the others. 
] have good reaſon, indeed, to believe, that the 
Doctor frequently ſpeaks of theſe inſtitutions as 
being totally ſublervient to his wiſhes and com- 
mands, Dr. Lettſom, at length before the inter- 
view, ended, condeicended more than once, 
phacidly, to * be what would ſatisfy me?” 
1 told 
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I told him that it was then too late to withdraw 
his letter, as it had circulated pretty generally, 
but that I thought I had a right to expect he 
would take no further ſteps againſt me, and that in 
particular, having been informed of his inten- 
tions of promoting a plan for the railing a large 
ſum of money to make new ſubſcribers, I truſted - 
he would give up thoſe ideas, and ſubmit the 
event to the fair and regular choice of the old 


ſubſcribers, 


He laughed at the idea. of the large ſum of 


money; confeſſed that he had ſaid in a joking 


way to a friend of mine, that one thouſand 
pounds would be ſported, but that it was with- 
out meaning, and concluded with obſerving, 

that there was then a paper on the table, Jo 
which be pointed, ſubmitting to him a propoſal 
for making a number of new votes, but which 
could not be done without his aſſenting to ſome- 
thing which was required of him; and this be 
had refuſed, he added, that he had made no 
perſonal applications; had ſcarcely ſeen Dr. 
Meyer ſince the publication of the letter; and 
that, if he was even diſpoſed to offer him the 
aſſiſtance of his purſe, he would not accept of 
11. In ſhort, before we parted, the Doctor was 
lo civil to me, that I flattered myſelf my inter- 


view had been productive of the deſired effect, 


and that he would not further interfere. The 
appearances were on the whole ſo favourable, . 
and the gent eman who accompanied me was ſo 

much 
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much of that opinion, that I was induced 
to haſten to the different printers, in order to 
correct an expreſſion in one of my advertiſements, 
which was rather ſevere, and which, if it had 
been permitted to continue, might have proved 
an excuſe for the ſudden revolution of conduct 
which ſucceeded it. In a day or two afterwards 
J was juſtified in reſtoring that expreſſion, for 
ſuch was Dr. Lettſom's duplicity, that, not- 
withſtanding all his civility, his apparent indif- 
ference with regard to Dr. Meyer, and his 
queſtion, © What would ſatisfy me?” more 
than-once repeated, he expreſſed himſelf much 
diſpleaſed, on the ſucceeding day, at my having 
threatened him, as he termed it, in his own 
houſe; ſaid, that he was determined, in conſe- 
quence of it, to take the moſt active part againſt 


me, and intreated ſeveral perſons to aſſiſt him 


in the effectual accompliſhment of his deſign, — 
Five hundred pounds at one time, a thouſand 
at another, and, laſtly, the ſum of three thou- 
ſand, were all ſpeedily boaſted as being in readi- 
neſs, if required. 

So intent was Dr. Lettſom, at this period, 
upon the object; and, as it would ſeem, ſo de- 
termined to puniſh the offence, which upon fur- 
ther reflection he found I had committed, that 
he attended at the various committees for re- 
gulating Dr. Meyer's election. He was alſo 
heard frequently to ſay, during the canvaſs, 
that he would at all events make certain of the 

| election, 
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election, however great the expence; and with 
that modeſt forbearance, which is his peculiar 
characteriſtic, exulted to ſome of the old Gover- 
nors, who were my friends, in this commanding 
ſuperiority. Inſpired with the ideas of victory, 
he thought of little more than the field of bat- 
tle, and occaſionally entertained his friends, I 
am told, by comparing his money to a nu- 
merous and well equipped regiment of ſoldiers, 
himſelf being the general. To what a pitch 
muſt his imagination have been heated, when 
he fancied himſelf ornamented in the martial 
dreſs, ready to take the field; one ſpecies of va- 
nily, to which he had before been an entire ſtran- 
ger! To his great credit, however, be it ſpoken, 
his charity ſoon got the better of his heroiſm, 
and, conceiving it diſhonourable (no man being 
nicer in points of honour than the Doctor) to 
attack me with a body of troops, ſuperior in 
number and diſcipline to mine, thought it more 
equitable, conſidering my proteſſion, to exert 
his medical, rather than his martial ſkill. He 
therefore, it is ſaid, humorouſly compared his 
guineas to golden pills, 300 of which he pre- 
ſcribed for me, as the firſt doſe on the day of 
election, to be occaſionally repeated, till the 
effects were fully produced. I am ſorry, in this 
way, to interrupt the principal circumſtances of 
my narration, but theſe remarks of the Doctor's, 
if they were really made by him, appear to 
_ conſtitute ſo good a ſpecimen of the ſlight ſmat- 
tering 


tering of wit which forms a part of his cha- 
racter, that I could not, in juſtice to him, ſup- 
preſs them, Beſides, they may afford ſome 
little relief, previous to the attention, which 
will be required in the more ſerious relation of 
what is to follow, 

Notwithſtanding the different reports 7 the 
large ſums of money to be employed againſt 
me, I perſevered in my applications to the dif- 
ferent ſubſcribers, and till flattered myſelf with 
ſome proſpect of ſucceſs, eſpecially as many of 
my friends, though they highly diſapproved 
of the principle which admitted it, had declared 
their intentions of becoming ſubſcribers, if neceſ- 
ſary, on the day of election to ſerve me. 

About a fortnight previous to the election, 
ſeveral perſons, who had a good opinion both 
of Dr. Meyer and myſelf, propoſed a plan, 
which they thought would not only prove be- 
neficial to the inſtitution, but ſatisfactery to the 
candidates and their friends: this plan was, that 
an attempt ſhould be made, if the Governors 
at large acquieſced in the propriety of the mea- 
ſure, to elect both. The terms ſuggeſted 
were the following: That as the ſalary was far 
from being the principal inducement, it ſhould 
be divided between the two, and thus the ex- 
pence of the charity remain as if one only were 
elected: that in conſequence of ſuch indulgence, 
the friends of the Candidates ſhould be anſwer- 
able for three or four hundred new ſubſcribers, 
which weuld tend very much to the advance- 
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ment of the inſtitution, and would effectually 
remove any objections on the part of thoſe Go- 
vernors, who were deſirous of an acceſſion of 
money from the uſual courſe of the election. 
It was obſerved, that although ſome had flat- 
tered themſelves that 600 1, or 8001. would be 
gained by the conteſt, yet, that 300 J. or 400 l. 
with the preſervation of harmony and unani- 
mity, would be preferable ; that the buſineſs 
would be better done, and would be much ea- 
fier to the Phyſicians themſelves. For my own 
part, I Teadily approved of the idea, and it 
ſeemed agreeable to ſuch of my friends alſo as 
had an opportunity of hearing it. I was nat a 
little ſurpriſed when I found, that upon its be- 
ing ſtated to Dr. Lettſom, he had totally re- 
jected it. Had it been carried into execution, 
the diſſenſions which have ſince taken place 
would have been avoided, and there would 
have been ſuch a co-operation of intereſts as 
might have proved highly conducive to the 
welfare and permanency of the inſtitution. 

But this did not accord with the conſe- 
quence of Dr. Lettſom. Under ſuch circum- 
ſtances he would have gained no victory. He 
would not have appeared in the elevated ſitua- 
tion of Vice-preſident. at a conteſted election. 
He could not have exhibited his byndle of bank- 
notes, or his banker's check-book, He would 
have loſt his lead in the Diſpenſary. He there; 
fore trampled on peace to gratify his vanity, and 
D from 
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0 
from too great an anxiety and raſhneſs in extend- 
ing his conqueſts, has probably laid the founda- 
tion of future diſobedience in all his zerritories *. 

There : were many of the ſubſcribers of the 
Finſbury Diſpenſary, indeed, who, on the firft 
appearance of Dr. Lettſom's letter of recom- 
mendation, were ſufficiently aware of his mo- 
tives; they declared, with an independency of 
ſpirit, worthy of imitation, that they would not 
permit him to diftate to them; and ſome, to 
whom he was quite unknown, conſidered it ſo 
great an inſulr, that he ſhould preſume to nomi— 
nate their Phyſician, that alchough otherwiſe 
diſpoſed to ſerve Dr. Meyer, they determined 
on this account to oppoſe him. 

The eyes of all, it is to be hoped, will now 
be ſo far opened, that in every future election 
they will exerciſe their own judgment, and not 
ſubmiſſively bend to the inclinations of an indi- 
vidual; for if his numerous contributions to the 
Diſpenſaries be really connected with charitable 
morives, he ought, in ſtrict propriety, to be more 
cautious in preſuming upon them, and ſhould 
by no means expect a return by having the 
office of Phyſician or Surgeon at his diſpoſal. 

When money is publickly laviſbed, by a man in 
a profeſſional ſituation, his motives are always to 


| be. ſuſpected. Real charity and benevolence 


* By the Doctor's territories I mean the various diſpenſa- 
ries at which he has exhibited himſelf in the election of 
officers, &c. ä 


demand 
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demand no other return than the ſatisfaction of 


the inward man. They are always ſilent, and 


delight not in ihe parade of patronage. - Their 
delicacy is ſhocked by the applauſe of the mul- 
titude, and their very exiſtence totally extine 
guiſhed by the puffs of a News-paper. 

| Theſe reflections naturally lead to a conſi- 
deration of Dr. Lettſom's conduct on the pay 
OF ELECTION, Which will form the moſt inte- 
reſting part of this little narrative. Moſt of the 
facts hitherto mentioned reſt on the authority 
of individuals. They can only deriye weight, 
or have their dye influence, in proportion to 
the credit which different perſons may be dif- 
poſed to annex to the repreſentations of my- 
ſelf, and a few others. It is poſſible, therefore, 


that aſſertions may be made with a view either 


to diſprove them, or weaken their force. — 
But it is very different with the ſcene which will 
now open. This was a public exhibition, It 


excited an attention from its novelty, which 


only ſerved to heighten the diſguſt, occafioned 
by the repreſentation, and rendered the im- 
preſſion ſo forcible, that it can never be totally 


obliterated. Never before did an individual 


exhibit himſelf in ſuch a variety of characters, 


obviouſly incompatible with each other. 


Dr. Lettfom, by his avowed oppoſition to 
me, and by his declaration to different per- 
ſons, that he was determined, by the force of 
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money, to carry his point, was highly 1 improper 


for any fituation in which impartiality and ſtrict 
juſtice, with regard to me, were required. He 
notwithflanding exhibited himſelf in the cha- 
rafter of judge, by filling the chair at the elec- 
tion; a meaſure ſo very unprecedented, and 
ſhockingly indelicate, that moſt of thoſe who 
were preſent expreſſed their ſurpriſe, and many 
immediately refotved carefully to watch his 
proceedings. Never did the Doctor, in his ex- 
ertions for popularity, ſo ſtrangely miſtake his 


ground! The parties concerned are invariably - 


excluded, if not by their owrf feelings, by the 


ſuggeſtions of others, from all ſituations in which 


an impartial deciſion is required; and where could 
ſuch a deciſion be more neceſſary than from the 
chairman or preſident of a conteſted election? It 
ſeemed ſtrange, therefore, that Dr, Lettſom, 
although a Vice Preſident, ſhould be permitted 


to take the chair, when the Treaſurer of the 


Diſpenſary, and various others, not only of 
character, but of moderate ſentiments, were 
preſent.— A few perſons, indeed, conceived that 
he meant by his moderation and impartiality to 
atone for his former conduct; but we ſhall ſoon 
find to what an extraordinary pitch he aggra- 


vated it. Behold him then ſeared in the chair, 
in the preſence of a reſpectable number of the 


ſubſcribers to the Diſpenſary, with his ſon, a 


boy, apparently of twelve or thirteen, at 


his 


"te 
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bis elbow, (excellent leſſon of humility!) ready to 
aſſiſt him in the ſkilful management of the 
means, by whick he was to obtain tees. 


It was not ſufficient for Dr. Lettſom that he 


ſhould be a witneſs to the overthrow : he was 


determined to be the principal agent, by which 
he unfortunately degraded himſelf from the cha- 
racter of Judge, toonelittle ſhort of that of Execu- 


tioner z for without the ſlighteſt civility or reſpect 


to the numerous ſubſcribers who were waiting to 
give their votes, and ſeveral of whom were imme- 


5 diately obliged to go into the country, or were 


called away by particular buſineſs: I ſay, without 
regarding theſe, totally unmindful of decency 
and good order, and in direct violation of the 
rules preſcribed on ſuch occaſions, he ſpeedily 


occupied the balloting glaſs, and, with an in- 
conceivable dexterity, proceeded to call over a 
liſt of proxzes, for each of which he gave a vote; 


but which proxies had neither been paid for, nor 
the receipt for the money, according to the uſual 
cuſtom, produced. 

The impartial Preſident little faſpedted that 
this equitable method of proceeding would have 


S 
been called in queſtion, It was enough for him 


that a guinea ſhould afterwards be paid for 


each of the names at his leiſure; but however 
convenient or ingenious his plan might have 
proved, it was ſo unprecedented, chat ſeveral 


perſons objected to it, and inſiſted that a receipt 


ſhould be produced with each of the new proxies, 


before 
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before any of them could be conſidered as votes. 
The ſimple form of objection, or diſapproba- 
tion, was inadequate however, to the effect. 


An act of violence only could reſtore things to 


their proper channel. A gentleman, whoſe con- 
duct was highly applauded on that occaſion, 
was in fact only able to intercept the communi- 
cation between the Preſident's hand and the glaſs, 


by forcibly placing his hat over the latter. The 


Doctor, provoked at any meaſure which ſeemed 
levelled at the dignzty of bis purſe, gave 
ſtrong indications of paſſion and diſpleaſure ; 
and drawing from his ſide- pocket a bundle of 
Bank-notes, to the amount, it is believed, of 


|. 20001. daſhed them on the table, in the moſt in- 


fulting manner, obſerving, that if they ſhould 
not prove ſufficient, his Banker's Check-book was 
ready to ſupply the deficiency *®. He haughtily 


* Some of my readers may be anxious to know what por- 
tion of the 20001. was charitably depoſited by the Doctor 
in the fund of the Diſpenſary. From the opening to the 
cloſe of the ballot, independent of thoſe who had ſubſcribed 
from time to time from the declaration of the vacancy, 
more than 500 guineas were received for votes, in favour of 


Dr. Meyer, the greateſt part of which, it may be at firſt 


ſuppoſed, from the grand exhibition by Dr. Lettfom, was 


furniſhed by him. It is believed, however, that the part 
which he contributed was exceedingly trifling, (I underſtand 
not above a few pounds,) and that Dr. Meyer was himſelf at 
no ſmall expence; for which I am ſorry, and ſhould have 
been happy if any explanation on my part, or that of my 
friends, could have been made with propriety, ſo as to have 
prevented it, 


called 
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called upon the ſpectators to remember that he, 


with a few others, had founded the inſtitution, 
and wiſhed they would be unanimous in ono 
cauſe, which he called the cauſe of charity. This 
would not ſatisfy them. They thought them- 
ſelves called upon to revenge ſo great an inſult, 


and the whole became a ſcene of uproar and 


confuſion: ſome of the friends even of Dr. 


Meyer, joined in the cry of ſhame. — The tu- 
mult, however, at length ſubſided, without any 
of thoſe raſn acts of perſonal violence, which 
are liable to occur on ſuch occaſions, but which 
are always belt avoided. 


The perſevering Doctor, regardleſs of theſe 


public marks of cenſure and contempt, and 
loſing ſight of every thing but the prize in view, 


ſeemed rooted to the ſpot, and continued in his 


dignified fituation, What an admirable diſplay of 
fortitude ! — Where ſhall we find the man who 
would have maintained his ground ſo zobly? 
My readers may eaſily anticipate the event 
of the election. To be brief, the charitable 


Doctor, however much he might loſe bimſeff, 


gained his point, and happily, without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his Banker's Check-book ; for my 
friends, at the ſight of the z000 l. although con- 
vinced that the Doctor produced it more in ter- 
rorem, than with any idea of bringing it into 
real uſe; yet being ſufficiently aware, that igſti- 


| 225 by pride, he would have exhauſted his 


whole 
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whole fund rather than have been defeated in 
his end, thought it much better to oblige hin 
at an eaſy rate, than by imprudently laviſhing 
the little ſtock they had in hand, make his 
triumph ſtill greater. 


In fine, my friends and cif were not in 
the leaſt ſurpriſed to find, at the cloſe of the 
ballot, that there appeared for Dr. Meyer 885 
votes for myſelf 3 10, of which 294 were old 
ſubſcribers, 20 new ones only having been made 
in my favour, and four of theſe, through ac- 
cadent, not having voted. 

So fully ſatisfied were we with our conduct, 
and with the conviction that the majority of old 
ſubſcribers was in my favour *, that never, per- 
haps, was the loſs of an election leſs felt by the 


unſucceſful candidate or his friends. 


At the end of the meeting, Dr. Lettſom, 
conſcious of the ſtriking impropriety of his con- 
duct in his capacity of chairman, attempted to 
apologize, and expreſſed a with that the whole 
of the buſineſs ſhould be forgotten. — Being 
aware, however, that the affair would be pub- 
licly talked of; although I was ſatisfied of the 
approbation of my more intimate friends, yet 
conceiving - that thoſe leſs acquainted with me 
would be backward in believing that any man, 


. By examining the books of the Secretary, in which the 
names of the old Governors, who voted, were marked, they 
were found to amount to 526, 294 of which having been in 
my favour, gave me a majority of 62. 
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after the profeſſions which he had made to me, 
could be capable of ſuch a conduct, J made 
known my reſolution, that the various circum- 
ſtances relating to the ele&ion ſhould not be 


paſſed over in ſilence, but that I would make 


the whole of them public in print. One of my 
friends immediately requeſted that Dr. Lett- 
ſom would inform the meeting, whether he had 


not ſaid to me, that he would not publickly in- 


terfere, as he had formerly diſpleaſed the Gover- 
nors by doing ſo? Upon his remaining ſilent, 
I related the different proceedings in as few 
words as poſlible, in order to give him an oppor- 
tunity, before he quitted the chair, of defend- 
ing himſelf. 

He neither denied nor explained the charges 
of duplicity, which I alleged againſt him, al- 
though an anſwer to them was repeatedly called 
for, and had the ſatisfaction at length of leaving 
the room, amidſt the murmurs and moſt ſtriking 


marks of cenſure and diſapprobation of many 


that were preſent. 
Such has been the conduct of Dr. Lettſom; 
in the repreſentation of which, 1 can ſafely de- 
clare, that there has been no exaggeration, nor 
wilful intention of exceeding the bounds of 
ſtrict truth and propriety. Having throughout 


the whole been ſo much on my guard, as to take 


down in writing, an accurate account of moſt of 


rhecir cumſtances, immediately after the time that 
= they 
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they occurred, I can aſſert them with greater 
confidence than if I had truſted to memory. 
Relying on the juſtice of my cauſe, I ſhall cheer- 
fully ſubmit it to every candid and unprejudicea 
mind; and ſhould Dr. Lettſom condeſcend to 
offer any thing to the public in his juſtifica- 
tion, ſhall be ready, if neceſſary, to enter into 


any further diſcuſſion or explanation of the 
ſubject. 
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ON THE. 
ESTABLISHMENT 
of TH k 
New Finſbury Diſpenſary, 


I N 


Saint John-ſtreet, Clerkenwell. 


HE eyes of the ſubſcribers of the Finſ- 

bury Diſpenſary having been fully opened 

by the very glaring abuſe to which moſt inſti- 
tutions of this nature are liable in the election of 
officers, evinced by the recent example which 
has been mentioned, a ſele& number of them, 
aſſiſted by ſome other gentlemen of reſpectable 
character, immediately reſolved to inſtitute a 
New Diſpenſary, with ſuch laws and regula- 
tions as would effectually remove all the evils 
complained of. A plan. of this kind has ac- 
cordingly been carried into execution, and the 
Diſpenſary already opened for the relief of the 
poor. The encouragement which it has met 
with has been ſo great as to ſurpaſs the moſt 
ſanguine expectations of its firſt promoters, and, 
if a judgment may be formed from the perſeve- 
rance, abilities, and connexions of many of the 
n who have intereſted themſelves in its 
E 2 ſucceſs, 
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ſucceſs, there can be little doubt of its being 
flouriſhing and permanent. 

It was propoſed, and, indeed, intended, at 
one time, to fix it either in Holborn or Hatton- 
ſtreet, but it appeared on conſideration more 
eligible to adopt a'fituation as near the center 
as poſſible of the different diſtricts, at which 
patients are to be viſited at their own habita- 
tions; and, as Iſlington and Holborn conſti- 
tuted the two extremes, it was thought that St. 
John's-ſtreet, Clerkenwell, would be the moſt 
convenient place; which has therefore been pre- 
ferred. The title of the New Finſbury Diſpen- 
ſary, and its v: icinity to the Finſbury Diſpenſary 
in Saint John's-ſquare, have induced ſome of the 
gentlemen connected with the latter to ſuppoſe, 
that the new one has been inſtituted in direct 
oppoſition to the other, and with the expecta- 
tion of its complete ruin. Such ſuſpicions, I 
may venture to aſſert, are without foundation; 
for, although the firſt idea of the new eſtabliſh- 
ment originated from the diſguſt at the conduct 
of Dr. Lettſom, and, although ſome of the ſub- 
ſcribers of the old one have e ee in future 
totally to ſupport the new, which muſt at preſent, 
in ſome degree, weaken the reſources of the for- 
mer, and thus far imply an oppoſition, yet, 
there are others among the moſt zealous ſup- 
porters of che new plan, who ſtill mean to con- 
tribute to the old one, from the conviction, that 


8 the number of diſtreſſed obheets is ſo great as to 


furniſh 


* 
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furniſh employment, and full encouragement; 
for both. This will be more generally the caſe, 


ſhould the old Diſpenſary follow the example 


ſet by the new one, of correcting the abuſes 
before ſtated, in the election of officers, and 


in guarding ageing the undue influence of indivi-. 


duals. 


As there are ſeveral of the ſabilutbers to the ; 5 


old Diſpenſary, who, from the offices which 
they hold in it, and from other circumſtances, 
muſt be much intereſted in its welfare, and to 
whom I feel myſelf particularly indebted for 
their friendly conduct, it gives me ſome con- 
cern that the new one, to which I have been ap- 
pointed Phyſician, ſhould excite fo great an 
alarm among them, and that they ſhould, in the 
letter to their ſubſcribers, which has been haſ- 
tily circulated, endeavour to impreſs them with - 
the idea of a direct oppoſition, and of the moſt 
hoſtile meaſures. I muſt again declare, that the 
promoters of the New Inſtitution are actuated 
by honourable and benevolent motives. They 
admit that the two Diſpenſaries may be ſo far 
conſidered in oppoſition, that the one, which i is 
the moſt perfect, or beſt regulated, will, in all 
probability, be moſt generally oeeferretly but 
that, as the one will always have the opportu- 
nity of adopting any ſalutary regulation made 
by the other, a balance may be eaſily preſerved, 
while the management is entruſted with proper 
perſons. They are willing to allow, that they 
os ſuperior advantages from their new laws, 
| eſpecially 
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eſpecially if theſe are not adopted by the other ; 
but they never intend to encourage any unfair or 
- improper method of injuring the Old Diſpenary; 
and are very far from ſuppoſing, that the ruin of 
it is neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment and ſucceſs 
of their own. This Inſtitution, from the tun- 
common ſupport which it has already met 
with, they believe will be flouriſhing, whatever 
may be the condition of the other; nay, if it 

ſhould even be more OY! ſupported than 
before. | 

Whatever may be the event, there is one 
conſideration, which muſt be ſatisfactory to all, 
that the poor, the object of both Inſtitutions, 
cannot poſſibly be injured by the additional 
eſtabliſnment; for, if one only ſhould maintain 
its ground, they will {till derive the ſame advan- 
tages as before; if both ſhould ſucceed, the re- 
lief which they will experience muſt, of courſe, 
be more complete and extenſive, 

It would be no difficult matter to prove, that 
the greateſt utility may ariſe from two Diſpenſa- 
ries in the ſame neighbourhood, provided it be 
populous, and that the number of labouring and 
indigent perſons be great, which 1s e the 
caſe in the diſtricts included by the two Diſpen- 
ſaries in queſtion. 

The perſons who are chiefly entruſted with 
the management of the buſineſs will be thus 
rendered more vigilant ; œconomy will be more 
cautiouſly ſtudied ; z abuſes will be no ſooner 
committed than corrected, and the medical atten- 


dants 


1 | 5 


dants will be more active in the diſcharge of 


their duty. The torpor or lethargy, which is 


ſo frequently connected with the idea of ſecurity, 
and which is often productive of ruin, will be 
effectually obviated; and, if a propriety and 


moderation of conduct be preſerved, the two 


Diſpenſaries may in time be mutually ſerviceable 


to each other. Inſtead therefore of any diſlike 


or averſion to the new Inſtitution, the friends 


of the old one ſhould rather promote its inte- 


reſts, as their donations and ſubſcriptions will 
be more cautiouſly and uſefully applied than 
formerly; and, although there may be ſome 
degree of competition, yet, as we ſhall co- 


operate in a ſimilar deſign, the good effects of 


which will be ſenſibly felt by the poor, it is to 
be hoped, that thoſe ſentiments of oppoſition, 
which have been ſo ſtrongly inculcated, will 
be diminiſhed or removed. It ſhould be recol- 
lected alſo, that part of the reſources of the new 
Diſpenſary will be derived from perſons who, 
although charitably diſpoſed, yet, from the diſ- 
tance at which they reſide, would never pro- 
bably have contributed to the old one, which is 
one reaſon, among many others, to prove that 
both Inſtitutions may be well ſupported. 

The promoters of Diſpenſaries in general 


contend, that they cannot exiſt without the 


money ariſing from the new ſubſcribers, who 
are permitted to vote at the different elections. 


The friends of the New Finſbury Diſpenſary 


are af a contrary opinion, They wiſh to pre- 
. ſerve 
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ſerve i lbb the: right of elefion; a princiz, | 
"0 ple which i ſtrongly accords with. the l 
| ings of moſt men, that they have no doubt 
| they will Experience the moſt liberal and ſub- 
Rantial ſupport. | : 
Is cannot conclude this ſubject bt ex- 
8 Preſſing my warmeſt acknowledgments to the 
numerous friends, who have either already 
ſubſcribed, or mean to contribute to the New 
Diſpenſary. As I am much intereſted in its 
proſperity, they cannot more effectually ſerve 
me than by continuing their exertions in ad- 
ding to the number of ſubſcribers. e 
Such perſons as humanely devote a certain 
portion of their fortune to charitable purpoſes, 
may, at «phatever diſtance, contribute with pro- 
priety to the preſent undertaking ; for, as-by the | 
laws of the Diſpenſary, patients, wherever the 
reſide, may, by a proper attendance, experience _ 
relief; and, as the moſt diſtant ſubſcribers may 
appoint any friend to recommend | diſtreſſed 1 
objects, they will have the ſatisfaction of reflect = k 
ing, that their donations are as well diſpoſed 4 By 
as if they themſelves were on the ſport. My 
friends therefore, however diſtantly ſituated, may 
have an opportunity both of ſerving me, and of 
gratifying their humane diſpoſitions, by aſſiſting 
in the promotion of this uſetul Inſtitution. 


